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REMARKS 

Claims 1-41 were pending in the present application. Claims 1-38 were withdrawn 
from consideration. By virtue of this response, claim 39 has been amended, and new claims 
42-44 have been added. Accordingly, claims 39-44 are currently under consideration. 
Amendment and cancellation of certain claims is not to be construed as a dedication to the 
public of any of the subject matter of the claims as previously presented. No new matter has 
been added. 

Rejection under 35 USC § 102(b) 

Claims 39-41 are rejected under 35 USC § 102(b) as allegedly being anticipated by 
US Patent No. 4,994,069 to Ritchart et al. 

Claim 39 recites a method including the passing of a first space-occupying element 
and the passing of a second space occupying element. Further, Claim 39 recites wherein the 
first space-occupying element is attached to the second space-occupying element 

Ritchart et al, fail to disclose passing more than one space-occupying element through 
the catheter and distal exit. In fact, Richart et al. fail to disclose any method using more than 
one space-occupying element. Further, Ritchart et al. fail to disclose a method where the first 
space-occupying element is attached to the second space-occupying element. 

Applicant respectfully submits that Claim 39 is therefore not anticipated by Ritchart 
et al. Claims 40 and 41 are dependent from Claim 39 and are therefore allowable for at least 
the same reasons as Claim 39. 
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CQMCLUSION 



lii view of the abo ve, each of the presently pending elites in flits application 
believed to be im condition im &Ua\vmi m, Mmi^$y« ^fymrnxopM respectfully 



detemiined that a telephone conference waiild expedite f ie prosecution of tbis application, 
fee Examiner is invited to telephone t\m midersigned at the BBmfaer given belo w. 

In the event the a^ptopnale fee and/or petition is not filed herewith and the 
Patent and Trademark Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, 
Applicant petitions for my mqmrml relief iiiclnding extensions of time and authorize the 
Comtnissoner charge the cost of such petitions ^ due m mmvetim with 

this filingto Deposit A ccofiit No. 50-3973 refereiicing Atiomey Docket No, 

Howew, thr Outrun J Mioner is not aiitiiorized to charge the cost of the 
fee to the Deposit Account, 



reqpested to withdraw the o^tstatidlng rejeetiona and pass this application to issue, If it h 
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